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2026 SESSION PRIORITIES

High-quality, affordable child care is essential for Virginia’s children, families, and economy to thrive. Without action,
child care will become increasingly unaffordable, early educators will continue to leave the field, families will have

a harder time finding the child care services they need, and businesses will struggle to recruit and retain the
workforce of the future.

To progress toward the vision of fully-funded, high-quality child care that Virginians need, a state investment of
$681M in additional funding is needed in the FY27-28 biennial budget to:

v Meet the needs of hardworking families
v Fairly compensate educators for delivering high-quality services and keep classrooms open
v Incentivize employers to support employees’ child care needs

SCHOOL-READY CHILDREN

Virginia is losing high-quality early educators due to low compensation and reimbursement rates.
To support school-ready children, Virginia needs to invest in fair pay that retains high-quality early
educators and keeps child care classrooms open. ($252.8M over biennium)

- Provide additional funding to cover the costs of delivering high-quality child care services through
increased reimbursement rates to child care programs

« Recalculate reimbursement rates every two years so educator pay can keep up with inflation

= WORK-READY FAMILIES

Child care services are in high demand by working families. Current funding only serves 42%

of eligible families in Virginia. By increasing funding for child care services, we unlock
opportunities for Virginians to work, support their family, and contribute to the Commonwealth’s
economy. ($428.2 over the biennium)

« Add funding for an additional 10,300 children in the Child Care Subsidy Program and increase
access from 42% to 50%

« Establish a process in law that would provide policymakers with accurate, predictable, and
transparent information on the level of funding needed for Virginia’s child care system
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Virginia can incentivize businesses through public-private partnerships to grow the supply of
child care in regions with limited access.

- Establish an employee child care assistance program to increase access to child care for
Virginia’s workforce while maximizing state and local resources.

FUNDING OUR FUTURE

Virginia’s child care system requires dedicated, sustainable funding to ensure child care
access in alignment with parental demand and regional needs.




